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TCCRG Land Use News is designed to keep you, our

members, supporters, and county residents concerned about growth, informed
about what we’ve been doing, what we’ve accomplished, and what still needs to
be done, as Tulare County faces — and makes decisions on — critical land use
issues.

We know it’s been a while since our last newsletter, and we apologize— like
most organizations this year, we’ve been stretched and pulled, trying to make
the most of limited resources, including our volunteer time. This newsletter fo-
cuses on what we’ve been doing; we hope to have another issue out soon with
more information about the General Plan.

If you’d like to help out, and become more actively involved, please contact us!
As a community-based citizens group, TCCRG is only as strong, and only as effec-
tive, as our membership. To borrow a phrase, each of us is, or can be, an “army
of one” — but we’re much more effective when we act together.

What is happening with the
General Plan Update??

After having revised its estimate of a release date several times, the latest from County
Planning is that the revised draft General Plan Update/draft Environmental Impact Re-
port (GPU/DEIR) should be released and circulated for public comment within the next
few weeks — look for it in January of the new year. This will be the County’s second
draft EIR for the proposed new General Plan.

The original DEIR, released in the spring of 2008, drew more than one thousand pages
of comments from the public, including from TCCRG, from individual TCCRG members
and from other concerned organizations, many of which noted substantial flaws in the
draft plan update and DEIR.

TCCRG’s comments argued that the document was so flawed that the whole thing
should be withdrawn, revised, and re-circulated. We were pleased that the County
acknowledged the defects and decided to substantially revise and then re-issue the
draft for comments. As the new version of the DEIR has now been in the works for well
over a year and a half we expect to find new and corrected background information and
technical studies and, as a result, new and revised policies. We’re eager to see whether
(Continued on page 2)
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What is happening with the General Plan Update?

(Continued from page 1)
the County has included a truly reasonable range of alternatives in the DEIR, and are especially keen to see
whether a version of the Healthy Growth Alternative proposed by TCCRG is one of the options.

TCCRG does plan to analyze the entire re-circulated version as closely as we analyzed the original, although we
will likely have only a 60- day period in which to prepare and submit comments. This will mean pretty close to
a non-stop effort for two months in order to read and analyze the revised documents (three volumes of them),
compare them to the first draft, check them against the 1200 pages of comments on the original, and write
constructive comments.

Anyone interested in working on this project is welcome! There are plenty of sections of these documents that
we’d be happy to apportion to folks with specific expertise or interest areas (e.g., in stormwater runoff, condor
habitat, public infrastructure requirements, fire safety etc.).

If environmental document analysis isn’t your thing but you’d still like to help, we also welcome volunteers to
help us with publicity, newsletters, presentations, and event planning — all actions that can help raise aware-
ness of the importance of this general plan to the future of Tulare County. Let us hear from you!

Why aren’t we seeing any negws

Yokohl Ranch Development??

Well, because according to the County, there isn’t any news.

Back in March of 2008, the public was given 30 days to comment on what environmental information —
both scope and content — should be assessed in the report required to evaluate the potential environ-
mental impact of creating a new city of 30,000 people. The comments were solicited during a “scoping
meeting” for the Yokohl Ranch Project Notice of Preparation (NOP) of its Draft Environmental Impact Re-
port (DEIR). The timing could not have been worse as the solicitation of comments for Yokohl Ranch was
announced right in the middle of the public comment period for the draft General Plan Update and its
DEIR—with the same deadlines for comment! Despite the tight schedule the County received comments
from almost 100 sources (including, needless to say, TCCRG), totaling over 500 pages. Comments called out
the environmental impacts that would have to be considered in determining whether development of the
proposed city should be allowed.

Since then, Boswell Company/Yokohl Ranch Company, LLC has submitted a number of required technical
studies on various aspects of the proposed development. We’re told that the County and its consultants
have been reviewing these studies, but the public hasn’t yet been allowed to see them. When the County
has all the information required, it will prepare the DEIR for the proposed development and release it for
public comment. Typically that process would take 12-18 months, but since the County is also concurrently
working on the GPU/DEIR, and since the Planning staff has also been cut back, we’ve already gone past the
typical time frame. Surely the Yokohl DEIR isn’t going to come out, by some amazing coincidence, once
again, during the GPU/DEIR comment period, is it? Stay tuned.
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Now for some good news...

GRANT KICKS OFF TCCRG HIRING PROCESS!

TCCRG received thrilling news in October: an anonymous donor foundation has awarded us significant grant
funding that is earmarked for helping TCCRG to hire a staff person to aid our grassroots campaign efforts. Five
TCCRGers volunteered to conduct the hiring process. We are advertising now for an Executive Director/
Campaign Coordinator, and have already begun to screen and interview applicants. Our job description asks
for a lot, but we’re hoping the right person is out there, and available.

Please check our website for the basic job information, and help us spread the word. We have been honored
and inspired by receiving this grant, and we’re eager to invest it in someone who will actively and effectively
work to promote a healthy future for Tulare County.

PHONE BANKING EVENT IN SEPTEMBER ADDS TO KITTY; AND YOU CAN HELP RIGHT NOW

On September 19, TCCRG volunteers came together with cell phones and pizza to call TCCRG members about
the upcoming Three Rivers Environmental Weekend and to solicit donations to TCCRG’s general fund. Where
does that money go? Because TCCRG has no central office, your donations go straight to purchasing supplies
and equipment for program work, and to paying the bills. Right now we’re also seeking to match funding from
an anonymous donor to hire an Executive Director/Campaign Coordinator. This is an area where you can
really help! If we can match grant funding we’ve received, we could hire a staff person for a year. As volun-
teers, we know how hard it is to find the time to plan and carry out complex campaigns and programs. Having
a full-time person at the center of things to keep our efforts coordinated and our calendar straight and our
planning on track and our communications timely would be a huge help. If you could contribute to our match-
ing fund, now would be a great time. We are already advertising for an Executive Director/Campaign Coordina-
tor for TCCRG, and have begun interviewing applicants. You can help us bring this important person on board.

Where else does your money go? We do have a dedicated phone and a dedicated phone line and a dedicated
laptop, which travels and a few bills for professional services (for example, for getting our website designed
and having a bit of maintenance done on it). We also occasionally rent space for presentations or events. But
we’re a very thrifty group. TCCRGers donate not only hundreds of hours of their time, but also supplies, equip-
ment, their homes, and their services. These may range from holding informational house parties in their
homes to researching and writing materials and comments to gifting equipment such as a projector for presen-
tations to working on developing a relational database to public speaking to meeting with Supervisors to at-
tending workshops and conferences and County meetings to providing layout and graphic design. If you put on
your Santa hat early and send a check our way, we’ll do our best to provide an even more productive new year
of effort on behalf of Tulare County. See the back page for “How to Donate.”

PROGRESS ON TCCRG DATABASE

It may not be happening with lightning speed, but it IS happening. The volunteers working on the database
project have now designed most of the reports and queries that we need (of course, we’ll keep thinking of
more) and are actually test running most of them and laboring to clean up the data. It takes so much labor to
get these labor-saving programs functioning! But we are excited about the capabilities of the Access program,
and we know we have to lay a strong foundation in order to reap the benefits, so we keep plugging away. Un-
fortunately, all this effort and its results are invisible to you. However, we are making this time-consuming in-
vestment because we believe the new system will enable us to better understand our members and to com-
municate better with you. We also hugely appreciate the donation of the software and the countless hours
donated by the designer and programmer to customize it for TCCRG.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

More good news...

TCCRG HOSTS BOOTH AT KAWEAH LAND AND ARTS FESTIVAL, November 7, 2009

Throughout the day on Saturday, November 7, 2009, TCCRG hosted an informative booth at the first-ever Kaweah Land and Arts
Festival at Tulare County’s splendid Kaweah Oaks Preserve. TCCRG’s displays featured information on our proposed Healthy
Growth Alternative for the County’s General Plan Update, as well as on the Boswell Company’s proposed Yokohl Ranch develop-
ment and the company’s almost-built-out 10,000 home Eastlake development in San Diego County (which is necessitating the con-
struction of a new freeway to handle its traffic) and on what we can do to protect the oak woodlands that provide us daily with so
many essential (free!) benefits. We answered questions, shared ideas, and were happy to sigh up new members and watch signa-
tures being added to our oaks petition (just in case the Supervisors ever need reminding that they made adopting an Oak Wood-
lands Management Plan a priority -- as soon as the GPU is adopted if not before).

The Festival, a lively celebration of our region’s nature, art and culture, was presented by Sequoia Riverlands Trust, and featured
artists, poets, writers, historians, musicians, farmers, ranchers, and scientists who have been deeply enriched and inspired by our
County’s diverse and abundant resources.

Hats off to Sequoia Riverlands Trust for organizing this informative, engaging, and entertaining festival (with events on three days!)
“to remind us all and encourage us to become more engaged caretakers of our natural and cultural resources.”

TCCRG BENEFITS FROM EVENT-FILLED THREE RIVERS ENVIRONMENTAL WEEKEND

The 2009 Three Rivers Environmental Weekend, held October 3-4 in Three Rivers, was packed with informative exhibits, events,
and activities appealing to all the senses. The many attendees enjoyed perfect weather for the outdoor native plant sale on Satur-
day and the green home tour on Sunday. Joining beekeepers, authors, scientists, artists, farmers, contractors, California Native
Plant Society volunteers, National Park representatives, and other hosts in the Three Rivers Arts Center on Saturday, TCCRG volun-
teers staffed an information table, gave out literature, talked with visitors, and signed up new members. A highlight of the day was
the lively, inspiring presentation by John Muir Laws, renowned artist, author, and scientist, who shared stories from his wonder-
fully illustrated Field Guide to the Sierra Nevadagd urged us all to take ourselves and our children outdoors more often.
Sunday’s Green Home Tour, a registered part of the American Solar Energy Society’s National Solar Tour (the largest grassroots
solar energy event in America), carpooled two large groups of enthusiastic and inquisitive visitors to five fascinating earth-friendly
Three Rivers homes. At each stop, the homeowners personally greeted the tour groups and conducted them through their innova-
tive, efficient, and beautiful dwellings, describing their vision, pointing out special features, and answering the visitors’ many ques-
tions. Once again, TCCRG was the fortunate beneficiary of the proceeds of this tour.

We heartily thank the hard-working, dedicated volunteers who organize and staff this wonderful weekend. They give so gener-
ously of their ideas, time, and energy, and we deeply appreciate their significant support of TCCRG.

TCCRG REPRESENTATIVES ATTEND SIERRA NEVADA ALLIANCE CONFERENCE IN OCTOBER, 2009

Two TCCRG members were among those who traveled to Lake Tahoe to attend the 16™ Annual Sierra Nevada Alliance conference,
held on October 16-18, 2009. The conference attracted people from all walks of life — volunteers, ranchers, donors, authors, scien-
tists, educators, politicians, administrators, artists, and farmers — and from up and down California, who gathered to share informa-
tion, strategies, expertise, and connections in support of a strong and healthy future for California’s communities and environment.
Keynote speakers included Anthony Brunello, Deputy Secretary for Climate Change and Energy of the California Natural Resources
Agency, and Larry Schweiger, President of the National Wildlife Foundation. Both speakers addressed the huge challenge of cli-
mate change and called us all to action. In addition to the keynote speeches, workshops at the conference covered a tremendous
variety of timely topics, from water conservation to renewable energy to climate science to wildlife corridors.

TCCRG's two representatives couldn’t even begin to get to all of them, but we picked up useful information and helpful contacts
and were especially inspired by the stories and accomplishments of those receiving Alliance’s annual service and achievement
awards. And, we are strengthened by the knowledge of so many strong hands and minds at work in service to the people of Cali-
fornia.
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New State Law May Make Developments like Yokohl Ranch
Harder to Sell

Senate Bill 375 — have you heard of this new law? It’s a recent piece of climate change legislation widely hailed as the first state law
with the potential to curb sprawling development patterns and encourage city-centered development. Its objective is to link land
use and transportation planning to the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32), which mandates the state to re-
duce its greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020.

The purpose of SB 375 is simple: get people to drive less by providing local government with incentives to plan communities that
are more walk-able, bike-able, bus-able and otherwise easy and pleasant to get around in without a car. By encouraging develop-
ment of such places, SB 375 aims to reduce the amount of vehicle miles travelled, thereby keeping vehicle associated greenhouse
gas emissions out of the atmosphere.

To comply with the law all Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) will be required to come up with a plan to reduce green-
house gas emissions from vehicles and light trucks by an amount set for the MPO by the California Air Resources Board (CARB).
There are 17 MPOs in California, one of which is Tulare County. The state will require each MPO to create a regional land use plan
called a Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS). The SCS will describe how the MPO will guide development to meet the global
warming emission reduction target set for the region (e.g., Tulare County) by CARB.

Sound a little policy wonky? It may — but for Tulare County it means that even a nominally high greenhouse gas emission reduction
target set for the region would discourage the development of new communities far away from existing city centers. The Yokohl
Ranch development, a projected 10,000 residential unit “new town” miles from any existing infrastructure and requiring significant
expansion of Highway 198, would likely be incompatible with even a moderately aggressive Sustainable Community Strategy.
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SB 375 provides the groundwork for more efficient growth patterns, but that doesn’t mean it guarantees a better planned future
for Tulare. Its impact upon land use planning will largely be decided by how the law is implemented, and there remains lots of
room for interpretation. Among the unsolved mysteries: what to do when the general plan for a region is obviously inconsistent
with the SCS for a region? SB 375 provides no clear direction with respect to this question, so it remains to be seen which plan will
trump which. Precedent-setting legal decisions may provide answers, but the easiest way to resolve this question out of court is,
of course, to make sure that general plans encourage the same kind of development SB 375 aims to: city-centered growth and
transit oriented development. Tulare County is just entering the final phases of its General Plan update. When the revised DEIR for
the General Plan is released it will be your chance to step up and make sure the General Plan adopted for Tulare County incorpo-
rates enough of the principles associated with reducing vehicle traffic that when Tulare County develops its SCS, there won’t be a
need for protracted legal battles.
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Tulare County residents interested in capitalizing on the positive possibilities of this legislation should focus on three steps.

1) Make sure the General Plan adopted 2) Make sure the greenhouse gas emis- 3) Make sure the SCS Tulare

for Tulare County is consistent with
the goals of SB 375.

Sign up to receive TCCRG’s e-mail alerts about
important Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisors meetings, and actions (e.g., letters
to the editor) you can take to make your voice
heard. To sign up, send an e-mail request to:
teerg.info@gmail.com.

When the revised General Plan Draft Environ-
mental Impact Report (DEIR) is released, send
in your comments. ( TCCRG will keep you
posted and will be happy to help!).

Tulare County Citizens for Responsible Growth

sion reduction target set for Tulare
County by CARB is both aggressive and
achievable/realistic.

Contact your local elected officials and Tulare
County’s MPO staff and ask them to keep you
informed about opportunities for public input
as they draft a regional greenhouse gas emis-
sion reduction target for Tulare County. This
target will determine how much the County
must decrease its vehicle miles travelled. You
may not be an air modeling engineer, but you
and your children are breathing Tulare
County’s air, and it’s important for agency per-
sonnel and your representatives to know that
you care about the health and safety of your
family and your fellow residents.

www.tccrg.org

County creates to achieve the emission
reduction target actually does encour-
age city-centered growth and quality
alternative transit options.

Once an aggressive but achievable target has
been set for Tulare County, it will be up to the
citizens to make sure the County performs
due diligence in formulating a creative Sus-
tainable Community Strategy to meet the
target’s goals. TCCRG hopes to see enhanced
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, more transit
options, and true city-centered development
that adds vitality to our existing communities,
and reduces development of our agricultural
and open space lands.

December 2009


mailto:tccrg.info@gmail.com

GREAT HOLIDAY BARGAIN!! LIMITED TIME OFFER! Through the generosity of one of
TCCRG’s farmer members, we have delicious Satsuma Mandarins for sale as a TCCRG fund-
raiser. Perfect for gifts and also for any meal or snack time at home, these high-quality,
beautiful, fresh-picked local fruits are packed in plastic clamshell boxes of four pounds each
for only $5. To place your order and arrange for pick up or delivery, call us at 559-561-4479
or email tecrg.info@gmail.com. Contact us soon. At this price, these wonderful Mandarins
will soon be gone.

HOW TO DONATE (and for Mandarin orders)
Become a TCCRG donor! Checks should be made payable to the Sierra Nevada Alliance (our

fiscal 501c3 sponsor). Please be sure to write TCCRG in the memo line at the bottom. You
can mail your check to TCCRG at PO Box 1058, Three Rivers, CA 93271. THANK YOU!

The TCCRG Newsletter is mailed to Tulare County Citizens for Responsible Growth members
and friends. If you have information, events, or alerts you would like to share with TCCRG

members, forward them to tccrg.info@gmail.com.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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