
Good afternoon, Commissioners.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft General Plan Update documents, including the draft EIR.  

My name is Sarah Graber.  I’m the Executive Director of Tulare County Citizens for Responsible Growth, speaking on behalf of the organization.  Our address is PO Box 1058, Three Rivers.

We have already submitted extensive comments to RMA staff.  We will summarize some key points here today.

TCCRG believes that the GPU documents must be extensively revised in order to meet the County’s needs and the requirements of CEQA.  
When the revisions have been made, the draft GPU and its draft EIR should be re-circulated to ensure, via an additional comment period, that the County has developed a plan that will truly direct its future growth so as to protect the health and safety of the public and the environment; promote a stronger, more sustainable economy; and meet the requirements of the law. 
In order to meet these goals,

The Goals and Policies Report must be revised to provide clear, enforceable policies and specific, concrete implementation and mitigation measures.
The Background Report must be revised to provide a sufficient description of the planning area conditions that is current, complete, consistent, and correct. 

The Draft Environmental Impact Report must be revised in several ways: 

1. It must provide an adequate baseline against which to measure future impacts of the General Plan Update. 
2. It must provide a quantified, objective analysis of the significant impacts that would be generated by the General Plan Update.  

3. It must provide quantifiable, enforceable mitigation measures to offset the 31 impacts it describes as “significant and unavoidable.”

4. It must provide a reasonable range of alternatives, including at least one that would firmly direct future growth into our existing urbanized areas.  
The California State Attorney General’s office notes, as we have, that "smart growth" alternatives would concentrate development in already existing urban areas near mass transit and preserve more agricultural land and open space, and that an intense "smart growth" alternative would appear to be feasible given the evidence that existing cities can currently accommodate all of the growth anticipated by the County.
We urge the County to provide and adopt such a “Healthy Growth Alternative, including the specific goals, policies and implementation measures described in our detailed comments.
In closing, I’d like to read the final paragraph of the letter submitted to the County by the State’s AG:

“..... unless we depart from the "business as usual" paradigm and embrace the new principles of  "smart growth," we risk pushing the environment past the tipping point.... The stakes are too high for Tulare County to abdicate its responsibilities, allowing the market to control the future of the hundreds of thousands of people who . . . live and work - in Tulare County. The County, through its General Plan and the CEQA process, has the opportunity, and indeed the duty, to become one of the leaders in planning the future of California. The decisions the County makes today will determine what the County will look like in the coming years and 30 years from now, and they can help move California forward into a new era of development and sustainable growth, consistent with the State's goals for a lower-carbon future.”
We look forward to working with you to create a General Plan that embraces these principles and that truly “walks its talk,” providing development that benefits out existing communities, while protecting what the people of this County value most.  

