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County's update plan for growth criticized
BY HILLARY S. MEEKS 
hmeeks@visalia.gannett.com 
For more than two hours Tuesday, 38 people offered objections to Tulare County's General Plan 2030 Update and Draft Environmental Impact Report. County supervisors and Planning Commission members heard the complaints at a joint public hearing. Among those complaints: 
  The report lacks clear implementation policies. 

  Too little attention is paid to water quality and use. 

  Loopholes could open the door to urban sprawl and the destruction of agricultural and natural resources. 

"If you take all the 'shalls' and 'required tos' out of the plan, it's just a wishy-washy, namby-pamby, no-plan-at-all," said Terry Manning, a Three Rivers resident and member of the Tulare County Citizens for Responsible Growth. 
Water issue

Many residents said the draft environmental impact report listed several areas that will be significantly effected — with no possible chance of mitigation — if the general plan is followed as it is written. There are ways to mitigate those environmental problems, critics said. 

"Farmland mitigation is alive and well in many parts of the state," said Soapy Mulholland, a member of the Sequoia Riverlands Trust. "It can be done." 

Mulholland also complained that oak preservation is not addressed in the general plan. She said that four times she's submitted information on the issue to county representatives. 

Water was an oft-mentioned topic, especially among those who live in unincorporated parts of the county. 

Elena Orozco, an East Orosi resident, is one of those concerned about tainted water. 

"There is a high level of nitrates, and it's very important to stop it because it will spread underground," she said. "It will be a catastrophe for the underground rivers, which are the veins of the Earth that we have to protect." 

Speakers also complained that no Spanish copies of the report were made available to the public. 

Public comment will continue to be accepted until April 15. 

In other matters, supervisors: 

  Received an update from the Friant Water Users Authority regarding the San Joaquin River Settlement. 

  Ratified the county administrative officer's action to transfer tax and revenue anticipation notes for proceeds to the treasurer's pool for reinvestment. The previous investment's ratings went down so significantly that the county administrative officer decided it would be better to invest it elsewhere.
