ALERT: Your letters and testimony are needed to delay development on the 36,000-acre Yokohl Ranch until the community has finished planning for the future of our county!
 

This e-mail is to advise you of an upcoming project that may have a grand effect on us in the east part of the county. Please pass this on to others in our area.
 
As you may have heard, J.G. Boswell Corporation/Boston Ranch is proposing the creation of a small city and resort community in the Yokohl Valley area.   The proposal on their  36,000-acre property, which stretches from the Yokohl Valley to just above the South Fork of the Kaweah , would include upscale housing,  golf courses, equestrian trails, a lake, shopping areas, conference center,  rural estates, and a lodge.    There will be small city in the lower area of the and in the upper area - ‘Little Grouse Valley’ will be resort/recreational facilities.   
At this point their proposal is extremely vague on water, gives scant attention to fire hazards and makes grandiose promises of environmental sensitivity.  This is backed by the multi-national Boswell Corporation that specializes in agriculture and city construction. More information can be obtained via Tulare County Resources Management Department.
  
Boswell is pushing the County to start planning for Yokohl Ranch NOW, even though the County is in the midst of a comprehensive planning effort for the future of our County.   This process is called the GENERAL PLAN , and it lays out the blueprint for future growth and development over the next twenty years.
 
The Tulare County General Plan is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2006.  So what is the hurry  to plan for Yokohl Ranch right now?   A Plan is a ‘Vision’ that illustrates and directs how a geographical region wants to grow and appear in the future.  If this process is to be fairly conducted , Yokohl Ranch can wait.    
 

So why is Boswell is such a hurry? We are concerned that by putting this proverbial ‘cart before the horse,"  the developer will unfairly write their own policy for the County  and make the General Plan suit their development, instead of the other way around. 
 

The promise of increased economic vitality that Yokohl Ranch development will bring to the County has local politicians and business appearing to be quite receptive, but the hidden costs  and impacts to our quality of life have yet to  be discussed.
 

The only way to stop it or manage  this project is get involved in this early phase before it takes on a life of it's own. Get informed. Get involved. Have a say.... NOW!
 
 The best thing we can do right now is to share our concerns with the Board of Supervisors who will be taking action on  Tuesday, February 7th.    At that meeting, the Board will decide whether or not to to initiate a “General Plan  Amendment" which will start the process for Boswell to develop Yokohl Ranch.  
 
Please consider doing two things:

 

1.  Write a letter to the Supervisors. Address your letter to Chairman Steven J. Worthley and the Tulare County Board of Supervisors, and deliver or mail it to the Chief Clerk, Michelle Baldwin by Wednesday, February 1st, so that she may include them in each board members packets days prior to their regular meeting.  Please submit a hard copy so that your comments may be entered into the official record.  I know it is tempting to use e-mail but if you do, your comments  may  not be recorded into the public record.   The address is –
 
 Michelle Baldwin, Chief Clerk
Tulare County Board of Supervisors
2800 West Burrell
Visalia, CA 93291
 
 
  2.  Attend the meeting and testify in person. Of course it is even better if you show in person and read your comments into the record – keep in mind that each person can only have 3 minutes in which to speak.   The hearing will be on Tuesday, February 7th at 9 AM.   
 
Please send in your letters – this is a huge project that will have major implications for the future of our community. 
