The Future of Growth in Tulare County                                                                                                                                                 Four Perspectives, Plus Yours
The public is invited to attend a panel discussion on the future of growth in Tulare County.   These four panelists represent a range of occupations and expertise.  They will present their views and answer questions from the public: 
· Mike Knopf, president of Quad Knopf, Inc., a Visalia firm offering professional services in areas such as engineering, planning, systems technology, and construction management.

·  Greg Kirkpatrick, founder of Farmland Conservation Strategies, which provides technical assistance to groups and local governments interested in farmland protection programs.

·  Laurel Firestone, founder and co-executive director of the Community Water Center, a non-profit organization that helps the poor gain access to clean, affordable water.

·  Jeff Steen, a local citrus farmer and packer who is also co-chair of Tulare Citizens for Responsible Growth, a group of local residents working to ensure that future growth protects our local economy, our communities, and our natural resources.

The forum’s topic is especially timely because Tulare County is currently updating its General Plan, which will guide growth in our county for the next 20 years, affecting us all. Issues such as the direction of development, impacts on our economy and farm lands, water supply, air quality, transportation, and public safety will be discussed.  

The forum will be held on the COS campus on Wednesday, November 7, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Lecture Hall, Room 350, (the Ponderosa Building, behind the theater).  It is sponsored by Tulare County Citizens for Responsible Growth and the College of the Sequoias.  The forum is free to the public.

For more information, contact Brian Newton, moderator, 904-5435 or tccrg@earthlink.net.

